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UN-Habitat at a glance

Supporting sustainable urbanization entails, among other 
things; 
• Clear understanding of human settlement systems (and 

needs) in diverse contexts 
• Production of accurate & up to date data 

disaggregated by settlement type + sub-type 
• Supporting production of accurate, up to date data
• Encouraging commitment to, and implementation of 

data-informed actions 
• Direct support through sustainable urbanization projects, 

policy development and implementation
• Good/ best practice documentation, sharing and 

knowledge transfer
• Multi-stakeholder, expert and partner engagements

Our Key Focus Areas:
• Enhanced Shared Prosperity for Cities & 

Regions
• Effective Urban Crisis Prevention & 

Response
• Strengthened Climate Action & Improved 

Urban environment
• Reduced Spatial Inequality & Poverty in 

Communities across the Urban-Rural 
Continuum

UN-Habitat’s mandate is to promote socially and 
environmentally sustainable towns and cities with 
the goal of providing adequate shelter for all. 



Earth Observations and geospatial analysis changing the urbanisation data 
landscape

EO based analyses of urbanization are 
changing our understanding of global, national 
and local trends
- Are reported trends representative of the 

true levels of urbanisation?
- How are different sizes of cities changing, 

why?
- How is urbanisation manifesting in space 

and impacting on other land uses?
- Which areas and populations are most 

vulnerable to climate risks?

https://geoservice.dlr.de/web/maps/eoc:wsfevolution#

UN-Habitat, 2022

https://geoservice.dlr.de/web/maps/eoc:wsfevolution


Earth Observations, geospatial analysis improving urban data availability
List of Indicators where geospatial information has a direct contribution

Source: IAEG-SDGs Working 
Group on Geospatial Information 

https://unhabitat.org/rescuing-sdg-11-for-a-resilient-urban-planet



Urban insights from space as key decision support resources



New insights, growing interest and increasing demands on data resolution
- Huge opportunities with increasing data resolution, 
formalization of data sources into national systems 

- To maintain growing trust in EO and GI data, adequate 
assessment and clarity of purpose is crucial

- What applications are different data types most relevant 
for? 

- What should the data be used for and what should it NOT 
be used for?

- How different is one resource from the other?

- How is the data produced and how scalable, repeatable are 
the processes adopted? What are the possibilities and 
limitations?

- How can be ensure continuity and enhanced capacities at 
the local levels? Integration of local data incl. community 
generated data? 

Source: https://human-settlement.emergency.copernicus.eu/visualisation.php#

Source: Sirko et al, 2021 (Google Open Buildings)



Calling on partnerships around EO applications for measuring housing indicators

3 (c) … Improve methodologies for mapping and enumeration to more accurately reflect the reality 
of informal settlements and households and disaggregate data; collect data across all settlements, 
regardless of tenure status or legal regularization, through an integrated approach that goes beyond 
the isolated settlement level, including data on transformation costs and affordability as well as the 
impact of interventions and the dynamics of movements of households after interventions; ensure 
data availability and the use of available data for decision-making at the national, subnational, local, 
city and settlement levels
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